IN MODERN LITERATURE       185

it is certain that, on this point, we do well to
turn to that great Christian apostle of liberty,
St. Paul Without hesitation he declares that this
is possible to all who have accepted the spirit of
sonship in Jesus Christ. He proclaims the high-
est liberty to all who yield themselves to Him
Who came to breathe a new spirit into man's
rebellious mind. Rejoicing himself in " the lib-
erty of the glory of the children of God," he re-
veals its secret in one glad word: "I was not
disobedient unto the heavenly vision/' The glory
of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, which had
smitten Saul, the rebel, to the dust, on that
memorable journey to Damascus, became, as he
yielded himself to its authority, the power which
established the freedom of sonship in his heart.
He was not merely led into a kingdom: he was
made a participator of its spirit.

We have seen a metal canister, emptied of air,
crushed by the weight of the atmosphere without.
It only needed the same pressure within, to bear
the outward burden. Isolated from the world, it
was crushed by the world; when made a member
of the world, it carried the burden without strain.
And this is the secret of Christian freedom. If we